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 Action required at this meeting - the Programme Coordinating Board is invited to: 

See decision in paragraph below 

51. Welcome the update report on the AIDS response in the post-2015 development agenda 

and look forward to discussing the findings and recommendations of the UNAIDS and Lancet 

Commission at its next meeting in June 2014. 
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   In ‘Advancing the United Nations development agenda beyond 2015’, the United Nations      

   Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon called on all countries to:  
 

‘Realize the vision of a future free of AIDS’ 

 
I. INTRODUCTION 

 

1. When the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) were agreed thirteen years ago, a world 
free of AIDS was a far-fetched dream. While AIDS is far from over and remains the sixth 
leading cause of death globally1, recent scientific and programmatic progress has been so 
dramatic that, in a report released in July 2013 by the Secretary-General of the United 
Nations on the post-2015 development agenda, Ban Ki-moon calls on the international 
community to ‘realize the vision of a future free of AIDS’2. In the context of such progress, 
the international community has a unique opportunity and is at a crucial moment for decisive 
action to end the epidemic. The costs of inaction are far greater than investments now to 
meet the challenge of ending AIDS.  
 

2. In light of the significant impact of the post-2015 development agenda on the future of the 
AIDS response, some Programme Coordinating Board members suggested at the 32nd 
meeting that the AIDS response in the post-2015 development agenda become a standing 
agenda item. This was welcomed at the September 2013 meeting of the PCB Bureau. This 
paper provides an update on key developments in the post-2015 debate since the 32nd 
Programme Coordinating Board as they pertain to the future of the AIDS response. 
 

II. THE UNFOLDING PROCESS AND CONTEXT OF THE POST-2015 DEBATE 
 

3. Discussions on the post-2015 development agenda have intensified since June 2013 in a 
range of fora within and beyond the United Nations. While considerable uncertainties (and 
differences) remain in relation to the overall framework, prioritising issues, and defining 
goals and targets, consensus is emerging in and across Member States, international 
organizations and stakeholders on a number of broad parameters including the aim to 
establish a single universal framework with poverty eradication and sustainable 
development at its core  

 
The Open Working Group on Sustainable Development Goals 
 
4. The Open Working Group (OWG) on Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) was 

established pursuant to the decision of Member States during the 2012 United Nations 
Conference on Sustainable Development (Rio+20) to ‘initiate an inclusive process to 
develop a set of sustainable development goals’3. It has been active galvanising debate on 

the post-2015 development agenda among Member States. 
  

5. There appears to be growing, yet unofficial, consensus in support of a unified framework 
which brings together the SDGs and the post-2015 development agenda. In July, the OWG 
co-chairs circulated their interim report, which calls for ‘a single agenda and set of goals’ 
and recognizes the need for a ‘universal commitment’ for the post-2015 agenda to be 
successful. It also expresses a vision for a limited set of goals aimed at eradicating poverty 
in the context of sustainable development. 

                                                             
1
 http://who.int/mediacentre/factsheets/fs310/en/ 

2
 http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/pdf/A%20Life%20of%20Dignity%20for%20All.pdf 

3
 http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/index.php?menu=1561 

http://who.int/mediacentre/factsheets/fs310/en/
http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/pdf/A%20Life%20of%20Dignity%20for%20All.pdf
http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/index.php?menu=1561
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6. Despite indications of broad alignment, some of the most controversial issues are yet to be 

discussed in this forum. As Co-Chair of the OWG Ambassador Macharia Kamau reflected, 
‘so far… discussions have stayed close to poverty, hunger, water and other topics covered 

by the Millennium Development Goals…however… the tough work is about to begin’4, with 

issues such as trade and debt, human rights, conflict, biodiversity and oceans to be 
discussed in the Sessions of the OWG scheduled in the coming months.  

 

7. UNAIDS has provided input into relevant briefs for upcoming sessions of the OWG including 
Means of Implementation, Needs of Countries in Special Situations, Human Rights, Global 
Governance, Equality and Equity, Gender and Conflict Prevention. Briefs have been drafted 

by the UN Technical Support Team (TST)5, of which UNAIDS is a member, for the OWG 
sessions on 9-13 December 2013 and 3-7 February 2014.  UNAIDS’ inputs focused on 
positioning the HIV response in each of these thematic briefing areas (e.g. rights and 
gender), as well as sharing relevant development lessons from the global AIDS response 
(e.g. means of implementation and governance). Most UNAIDS Cosponsors have been 
actively involved in the OWG throughout the process. 

 

8. Following these technical briefings, the OWG will begin drafting and negotiating the SDGs, 
culminating in a final report that will be presented for consideration by the UN General 
Assembly (UNGA) in September 2014, as mandated by the Rio+20 Outcome Document. 

 
UN Special Event on the Millennium Development Goals – Establishing a Roadmap to the post- 
2015 development agenda  
 
9. Heads of State and Government, and heads of delegation, gathered in New York on 25 

September 2013 at a Special Event on the MDGs to review progress made towards the 
MDGs, to identify priorities for accelerated action to achieve them by 2015, and to set out a 
roadmap leading to the adoption of the post-2015 development agenda in September 2015. 
 

10. AIDS featured prominently in the remarks of a number of the distinguished speakers during 
the opening session of the Event, including the call for an AIDS-free generation by H.E. 
John Kerry, US Secretary of State, while Barbara Martinez, representing the Latin American 
& Caribbean Network of Young People Living with HIV, challenged assembled leaders 
whether they wanted to be remembered as leaders who had failed, or leaders who guided 
the world to the end of AIDS. Ms Martinez’ address was particularly significant in its 
frankness, addressing stigma and calling for the post-2015 agenda to address the needs 
and health service requirements for women, people living with HIV, LGBTI, people who use 
drugs and sex workers. In subsequent roundtable discussions, a number of Member States 
recognized the remarkable progress made in the AIDS response to date and drew attention 
to the importance of AIDS in the post-2015 agenda.  

 

11. In the Outcome Document of the Special Event, Member States agreed on several aspects 
of the broader post-2015 framework within which AIDS must find a place. In particular, it 
was agreed that poverty eradication and sustainable development will be the overarching 
objectives of the post-2015 development framework.  Member States decided to work 
towards a ‘single framework and set of goals, universal in nature and applicable to all 
countries, while taking account of differing national circumstances and respecting national 

                                                             
4
 http://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2013/oct/21/united-nations-sustainable-development-

goals?CMP=twt_gu 
5
 In accordance with paragraph 249 of the Rio+20 Outcome Document, a Technical Support Team (TST) was 

established to provide support to the OWG on a request basis. The membership of the TST is drawn from the larger 
UN Task Team and is co-chaired by UNDP and UN DESA. The main role of the TST is to prepare background Issue 
Briefs for the official OWG sessions. 

http://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2013/oct/21/united-nations-sustainable-development-goals?CMP=twt_gu
http://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2013/oct/21/united-nations-sustainable-development-goals?CMP=twt_gu
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policies and priorities.’ The new framework will ‘complete the unfinished business’ of the 
MDGs and promote ‘peace and security, democratic governance, the rule of law, gender 
equality and human rights for all’6.  

 

12. With regard to the process ahead, the Outcome Document urges processes underway such 
as the OWG and the Intergovernmental Committee of Experts on Sustainable Development 
Financing, to complete their work by September 2014. Furthermore, Member States called 
on the Secretary-General to present a synthesis report of all inputs available before the end 
of 2014. Member States agreed that a process of intergovernmental negotiations would be 
launched at the beginning of the 69th session of the UNGA in September 2014, culminating 
in the adoption of the post-2015 development agenda at a Summit at Heads of State and 
Government in September 2015. 

 
Report of the United Nations Secretary-General – A life of dignity for all: accelerating progress  
towards the Millennium Development Goals and advancing the United Nations development  
agenda beyond  2015  

 

13. In advance of the Special Event on the MDGs, the UN Secretary-General released a report 
on 26 July 2013 which details progress made in the implementation of the MDGs and 
provides recommendations on moving forward the UN development agenda in a post-2015 
world. Drawing on inputs from the High-level Panel on the Post-2015 Development Agenda 
(HLP), The Sustainable Development Solutions Network, reports of a series of global, 
regional and national consultations under the auspices of the UN Development Group7 and 
the MY World Survey (The World We Want), the Secretary-General highlights that the world 
has radically changed since the MDGs were agreed and argues that the post-2015 era 
‘demands a new vision and a responsive framework’ whereby ‘sustainable development, 
enabled by the integration of economic growth, social justice and environmental 

stewardship’ becomes ‘our global guiding principle and operational standard8’.  

 
14. The report proposes that a collective vision for the post-2015 development agenda should 

include:  
 

a. universality, to mobilize all developed and developing countries and leave no one  
     behind;  
b. sustainable development, to tackle the interlinked challenges facing the world, including  
      a clear focus on ending extreme poverty in all its forms;  
c. inclusive economic transformations ensuring decent jobs, backed by sustainable 

technologies, to shift to sustainable patterns of consumption and production;  
d. peace and governance, as key outcomes and enablers of development;  
e. a new global partnership, recognizing shared interests, different needs and mutual  
 
     responsibilities, to ensure commitment to and means of implementing the new vision;  
 
f. being “fit for purpose”, to ensure that the international community is equipped with the  

right institutions and tools for addressing the challenges of implementing the sustainable  
development agenda at the national level.’ 

 

15. Echoing the demands of the AIDS community for more inclusive, rights-based approaches, 
the report emphasises the importance of leaving no one behind: ‘In a world of great wealth 

and technological advances, no person anywhere should be left behind. No person should 

                                                             
6
 http://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/LTD/N13/490/97/pdf/N1349097.pdf?OpenElement 

7
 Global Conversation Begins and A Million Voices: the world we want 

8
 http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/pdf/A%20Life%20of%20Dignity%20for%20All.pdf 

http://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/LTD/N13/490/97/pdf/N1349097.pdf?OpenElement
http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/pdf/A%20Life%20of%20Dignity%20for%20All.pdf
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go hungry, lack shelter or clean water and sanitation, face social and economic exclusion or 
live without access to basic health services and education. These are human rights, and 
form the foundations for a decent life.’  
 

16. In recognising that the MDGs remain unfinished, the Secretary-General stressed that work 
towards the goals ‘must continue in order to secure the well-being, dignity and rights of 
those still on the margins today’. The report points to progress made towards MDG 6 and 
highlights the importance of the replenishment of the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, TB and 
Malaria ‘at this moment of utmost urgency as well as opportunity’.  

 
17. In the context of a discussion on improving health in the future framework, Ban Ki-moon 

urges the global community not only to ‘realize the vision of a future free of AIDS and 
tuberculosis,’ but also to ‘address universal health-care coverage,’ ‘end preventable 
maternal and child deaths,’ ‘realize women’s reproductive health and rights,’ ‘reduce the 
burden of non-communicable diseases’ and ‘promote healthy behaviours’. The AIDS 
response has much to offer in achieving each of these critical objectives. 

 
UN-facilitated consultations on the post-2015 development agenda 
 

18. In order to inform Member States in their deliberation on a post-2015 framework, UNDP, 
under a UN Development Group (UNDG) umbrella, has put in place a project ‘Building the 
post-2015 development agenda: open and inclusive global consultations’. The 32nd meeting 
of the PROGRAMME COORDINATING BOARD  was informed of the global thematic 
consultations organized to provide input to the post-2015 discussions. Among other things, 
the health consultation held in Gaborone in March 2013 called for an AIDS-free generation 
in the post-2015 development framework. An analysis by WHO of global thematic 
consultations revealed that AIDS was highlighted in thematic consultations concerned with 
population dynamics, inequality and education. AIDS was mentioned more frequently in the 
health thematic report than any other singular condition and more frequently than broader 
issues such as UHC – suggesting continued demand to ensure a prominent place for AIDS 
in the post-2015 development agenda. 
 

19. In addition to the thematic consultations, the UN supported 88 countries to convene national 
consultations on the post-2015 development agenda. Reports on 79 of these consultations 
have been published to date. Of the 59 reports which make some reference to HIV and/or 
AIDS, 44 (75%) mention the importance of the AIDS response in the post-2015 
development framework. Just over one quarter of the reports situated AIDS within the health 
section of the report, whereas the remainder situated AIDS in other sections including those 
concerning vulnerable populations, inequality, youth, women, employment and inclusion. 
Several countries with sizeable and/or growing HIV epidemics did not feature AIDS as a 
priority going forward. 

 

20. Forty-one countries included calls to implement new measures focused on people living with 
HIV and/or at-risk populations (specifically women, young people, sex workers, LGBTI, 
injecting drug users and migrants). Several countries, including Bangladesh, Cameroon, 
China, India, Mali, Mauritania, Morocco and Tanzania recommended HIV-related targets or 
goals for the post-2015 framework. For example, Senegal proposed: 0 HIV infection among 
children; high rates of contraceptive use; HIV prevalence below 0.5%; availability of 
antiretroviral therapy in all health centres, among other things.  

 

21. The UN supports the MY World global survey initiative. The initiative asks people which 6 of 
16 possible issues they think would make the most difference to their lives. Using creative 
online and offline methods, the survey allows citizens from across the world to rank their 
priorities. Over 1.1 million people from 194 countries have taken part in the survey. Globally, 
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health ranks second behind education and was identified as the top priority in both Africa 
and Asia. The survey also allows individuals to state a priority not on the list. Thousands of 
people voted to ‘end AIDS’ as their priority. 

 

22. The final report of the results of the thematic and national consultations and the MY World 
global survey A Million Voices: The World We Want, was released on 10 September 2013. 

Among the messages emerging from the consultations, people highlighted the criticality of 
the areas covered by the MDGs, including health and gender equality, in their everyday 
lives. People demanded that the future development agenda pay greater attention to social 
inclusion and that the agenda be built on ‘human rights…equality, justice and security’9. The 
emphasis people placed on human rights and its principles is significant as human rights 
provide the basis for combatting discrimination, increasing access to services, ensuring 
gender-equality and greater participation – all of which are critical for people living with HIV 
and the AIDS response moving forward.  
 

III. SPECIFIC INITIATIVES TO POSITION AIDS IN THE POST-2015 DEVELOPMENT 
AGENDA 

 
23. During the 32nd meeting of the 

PROGRAMME COORDINATING 
BOARD , the discussion on AIDS 
in the post-2015 development led 
to a decision point which 
stressed the centrality of AIDS in 
the agenda and among other 
things called for AIDS-related 
targets under relevant goals (see 
Box 1 and annex1 for full 
decisions).  
 

24. In the months since the 32nd 
meeting of the Programme 
Coordinating Board, UNAIDS 
and its partners in the AIDS 
response have been active 
across a number of initiatives 
and fora to secure a strong 
position for AIDS in the post-
2015 development framework. 
Outlined in this section are 
updates on streams of action of 
particular relevance: the 
Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) Resolution on the Joint Programme of July 2013; 
a scientific meeting on ‘The End of AIDS’ convened by UNAIDS; the work of The UNAIDS 
and Lancet Commission: Defeating AIDS – Advancing global health; civil society action; and 
youth mobilisation. 

 
 
Economic and Social Council Resolution, 26 July 2013 

 

                                                             
9
http://www.worldwewant2015.org/bitcache/9158d79561a9de6b34f95568ce8b389989412f16?vid=422422&dispositio

n=inline&op=view 
 

BOX 1 – Decisions of the 32
nd

 Programme 
Coordinating Board on the AIDS Response in the 
Post-2015 Development Agenda (Agenda item 3): 
Selected Highlights 
 
The UNAIDS Programme Coordinating Board:  
 

 5.1 Stressed the importance of ensuring that 
HIV and AIDS are central to the post-2015 UN 
development agenda and of advocating for 
the inclusion of targets under relevant goals 
towards achieving zero new HIV infections, 
zero AIDS-related deaths and zero 
discrimination; 

 5.3 Recognized the value of the lessons 
learned from the global HIV and AIDS 
response for the post-2015 development 
agenda, such as the lessons learned from the 
Joint Programme’s approach;  

 5.6 Called on the Joint UN Programme to:  
- b. Continue work towards further scale up 

of HIV and AIDS services and improved 
access to prevention, treatment, care and 
support, strengthening the health and 
community systems and enhancing 
synergies. 

http://www.worldwewant2015.org/bitcache/9158d79561a9de6b34f95568ce8b389989412f16?vid=422422&disposition=inline&op=view
http://www.worldwewant2015.org/bitcache/9158d79561a9de6b34f95568ce8b389989412f16?vid=422422&disposition=inline&op=view
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25. Building on forward-looking language agreed during the 32nd Programme Coordinating 
Board  in June 2013, the July ECOSOC Resolution (annex 2) articulates a strong stance on 
and provides a convincing rationale for positioning AIDS in the post-2015 development 
agenda. Among other things, it : 
 
- ‘Stresses the importance of ensuring that the HIV and AIDS response continues to be an 

important element of the post-2015 United Nations development agenda and of 
advocating for the inclusion of targets under relevant goals towards achieving zero new 
HIV infections, zero AIDS-related deaths and zero discrimination;  

- Recognizes the value of the lessons learned from the global HIV and AIDS response for 
the post-2015 development agenda, including the lessons learned from the unique 
approach of the Joint Programme; and, 

- Recognizes that the Joint Programme offers the United Nations a useful example to be 
considered, as appropriate, as a way to enhance strategic coherence, coordination, 
results-based focus and country-level impact, based on national contexts and priorities, 
in accordance with General Assembly resolution 67/226 of 21 December 2012 on the 
quadrennial comprehensive policy review of operational activities for development of the 
United Nations system.’ 

 
‘The End of AIDS’: Facilitating a scientific discussion 
 

26. During the 32nd PROGRAMME COORDINATING BOARD  meeting, members had a brief 
debate on ‘the End of AIDS’ and ‘called for more discussions on articulating this vision’. In 

response to this call, UNAIDS has taken action on two fronts to further the debate.  
 

27. First, UNAIDS convened on 13 September 2013 a scientific meeting on ‘the End of AIDS’ 
chaired by the Chair of UNAIDS Scientific Expert Panel, Professor Salim S. Abdool Karim, 
and attended by leading scientists. Many members of the group suggested that the end of 
AIDS is possible and that the definition should stress not only the end of the epidemic as a 
public health problem, but also the removal of the structural factors responsible for new 
infections, ill-health and death from AIDS. The meeting involved discussion on how to 
measure progress towards the end of AIDS, including the relative strengths and 
weaknesses of a range of possible markers – epidemiological, social, human rights, 
scientific breakthroughs and AIDS-response markers. 

 

28. Second, building on the findings of this meeting, Working Group 1 of the UNAIDS and 
Lancet Commission seeks to further define and interrogate this question and set out a 
tentative blueprint to this end. 

 
The UNAIDS and Lancet Commission  

 
29. As indicated during the June 2013 Programme Coordinating Board, the UNAIDS and Lancet 

Commission aims to ‘inspire and inform the debate on post-2015 and ensure the continued 
commitment to the AIDS response of the international community in the eventual agenda’. It 

aims to trigger a global conversation among Member States and other stakeholders to build 
consensus on what needs to be done to accelerate the AIDS response in a post-2015 world. 
Since the Board’s last meeting in June, the Commission has met, endorsed three central 
questions (what will it take to end AIDS; what lessons from the AIDS response can 
transform global health and development; and how ought the global health and AIDS 
architecture be modernized) and subsequently established three Working Groups to take 
forward the work of the Commission before its final meeting in February 2014, in London, 
UK.  
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30. The Commission’s report will be presented at the next Programme Coordinating Board 
meeting in June 2014, offering an opportunity for in-depth discussion of the Commission’s 
findings and recommendations. The debate will enable Board members to continue 
engagement in intergovernmental negotiations equipped with a strong evidence base, 
critical analysis of current and future challenges, and the voices of a range of stakeholders 
channelled through the Commission process. Together, these can help to ensure the 
optimum positioning of AIDS in the report of the OWG to the UNGA in September 2014, and 
ultimately in the final post-2015 development framework.  

 
The Commission’s first meeting: ‘an opportunity to make things new’ 

 
31. Launched in May 2013, the Commission met for the first time in Lilongwe, Malawi, 28-29 

June 2013. The meeting, hosted by President Joyce Banda discussed a range of strategic 
challenges for the future of the AIDS response, global health and development. Attended by 
Commissioners, their representatives, the UN Secretary-General’s Special Envoys for 
HIV/AIDS, people living with HIV and representatives of UNAIDS’ Cosponsors and the 
PROGRAMME COORDINATING BOARD  NGO delegation, the meeting discussed three 
cross-cutting issues that will influence the future of the AIDS response and prospects for 
ending AIDS.  
 

32. Rather than focussing on the Commission’s three central questions, the meeting was 
structured to allow an open discussion on broader issues to highlight what the AIDS 
response can bring to the wider post-2015 debate and to position the Commission’s work in 
its wider context. The three overarching issues discussed were: moving beyond Official 
Development Assistance to harness shifting global and domestic resource flows for health; 
examining the complexities of trade, innovation and commodity as relevant to the AIDS 
response; and democratizing global health by redistributing opportunity through rights, 
gender equality and a focus on youth. It is hoped that these underlying issues will be 
analysed by the Commission’s three Working Groups as they pertain to each group’s 
question.  
 

33. Full details of action the Commission was called on to can be found in the report of the  
Lilongwe meeting, however, by way of immediate follow up action the Commission was 
called on to:  
 
a. Change its name from The UNAIDS and Lancet Commission: from AIDS to Sustainable 

Health to The UNAIDS and Lancet Commission: Defeating AIDS – Advancing global 
health, to reflect its galvanizing and transformative ambitions. 
 

b. Circulate for adoption a Communiqué to the UN Secretary-General on HIV and the right 
to health in the post-2015 development agenda. 
 

o During the 68th Session of the UNGA in New York (September 2013), the 
UNAIDS Executive Director delivered to the UN Secretary-General a 
communiqué expressing concern that the HLP’s report on post-2015 agenda 
largely overlooked the issues of HIV and the right to health, but voicing optimism 
that ample opportunity remains to ensure that the Secretary-General’s vision of 
“a future free of AIDS” is reflected in the evolving agenda. The document was 
signed by 26 Commissioners, including President Joyce Banda, President Boni 
Yayi, President John Dramani Mahama, Prime Minister Portia Simpson-Miller, 
First Lady Sylvia Bongo Ondimba and First Lady Jeannette Kagame. 
 

o Mr Sidibé emphasized that the Commission is available to provide the Secretary-
General with evidence to enable him to continue to advocate for his vision of a 

http://www.unaids.org/en/resources/campaigns/post2015/listofcommissioners/
http://www.unaids.org/en/media/unaids/contentassets/documents/unaidspublication/2013/JC2537_UNAIDS_LancetCommission_Malawi-meeting-report_en.pdf
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future free of AIDS in the post-2015 agenda and voiced the Commission’s 
interest in contributing to key events in the year ahead to influence the on-going 
debate. 
 

c. Establish Working Groups, comprising Commissioners and external experts, to address 
each of the Commission’s three questions. It was agreed that these groups should seek 
to analyse the evidence and develop discussion papers in order to inform the 
Commission in its development of a set of visionary yet practical and actionable 
recommendations. 
 

o The Commission Co-Chairs subsequently selected Commissioners to chair the 
three groups: 
 

I. What will it take to end AIDS? (Working Group 1, Professor Salim S. 
Abdool Karim and Ms Nancy Mahon). 
 

II. How can the experience of the AIDS response serve as a transformative 
force for global health and development? (Working Group 2, Dr Mark 
Dybul and Minister Aaron Motsoaledi). 
 

III. How must the global health and AIDS architecture be modernized to 

achieve sustainable global health? (Working Group 3, Ms Helen Clark). 

- Each group includes at least 5 Commissioners and approximately 10 experts 
with a deep commitment and vision for the future sustainable development 
agenda. Experts from divergent fields such as human rights and gender 
equality promotion, maternal-child health and sexual and reproductive health, 
business, economics, epidemiology, poverty eradication and governance are 
involved as relevant. 
 

- Each Working Group met virtually during October to discuss substantive 
issues and how to address these in the discussion papers.  
 

- A list of Working Group members is given in the conference room paper and 
is available online. 

 
Consultations on Working Group discussion papers: fomenting a global debate 

 
34. To stimulate global participation and debate on the issues raised in the Working Group 

discussion papers, the Commission will convene a series of regional dialogues; consult with 
civil society and youth constituencies; and engage with world-leading think tanks. At the time 
of writing, regional dialogues are planned in Africa, Asia and the Pacific, the Caribbean, 
Europe, Eastern Europe and Central Asia, and Latin America. The Lancet  plans to host an 

online consultation on the papers through its website to engage its readership, while civil 
society, youth and women’s constituencies will engage through online fora to exchange 
views and provide input to the discussion papers. 
 

35. In combination, these dialogues seek to gain input from health, development and other 
stakeholders in all regions of the world by catalysing inclusive and broad participation in the 
process and outcomes of the Commission.  

 
 
Planned second and final meeting of the Commission and report launch 
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36. The next meeting of the Commission will be held in London, 13-14 February 2014. A draft of 
the report will be considered by Commissioners. It is expected that the final report, which will 
be published in The Lancet, will be launched in May or June 2014.  

 
Civil society positioning of AIDS 

Civil society engagement in the post-2015 debate 

37. Civil society has been actively involved in the post-2015 development agenda-setting 
process since its start. Key position papers on HIV and the post-2015 agenda have been 
provided by a number of NGOs working on HIV, including the International HIV/AIDS 
Alliance and The Ecumenical Advocacy Alliance’s response to the UN-led health thematic 
consultation.  
 

38. UNAIDS has supported the International Council of AIDS Service Organizations (ICASO) to 
convene an AIDS Civil Society Working Group (CSWG) on the post-2015 development 
agenda. The group is composed of ten civil society ‘global’ advocates representing different 
constituencies, issues, and regions of the world. 
 
The key responsibilities of the post-2015 CSWG include to: 
 

 Identify key advocacy priorities around the post-2015 process, particularly around HIV; 

 Encourage coalition building among sectors, including global health, non-communicable 
diseases (NCD), sexual and reproductive health and right, women, maternal and child 
health (MCH), malaria, tuberculosis (TB), etc; 

 Initiate and coordinate civil society action and advocacy work on goals, targets and 
indicators to ensure they are meaningful for HIV; 

 Advocate and provide recommendations to UNAIDS and other key influencers, such as 
Member States and global health institutions; and  

 Provide input into events during the UNGA (and other related) meetings in 2013, 2014 
and 2015.  

 
39. The CSWG organised a High-level Side Event during the opening of the UNGA in 

September 2013 on the need for youth involvement, including young people living with HIV 
and young people in key populations, in the process of establishing the post-2015 
development agenda.  
 

Key messages arising from the event included: 
 

 The end of AIDS is a crucial post-2015 business, not just one thing among many on the 
list. It is a major historical opportunity.  

 We have to focus on the most vulnerable and marginalized: men who have sex with 
men, sex workers, people who use drugs, transgender persons and others.  

 We should reject a post-2015 agenda that does not adequately address stigma and 
discrimination. Stigma and discrimination are the biggest barriers to getting to “zero” and 
that has to change. This is the only way to end AIDS.  

 We need participation of young people at every level in every country. This should mean 
“full” participation, including of those most marginalized. 

 
40. Many of the members of this coalition have been active in working with Member States in 

New York and in circulating advocacy alerts to their members at national level.  
 

The post-2015 gender and AIDS agenda 

 

http://www.aidsalliance.org/includes/Document/Uploaded/News%20stories%20links/Eng%20Discussion%20paper%20on%20health%20target%20indicators%20in%20the%20post%202015%20agenda%20(Sep%202013).pdf
http://www.aidsalliance.org/includes/Document/Uploaded/News%20stories%20links/Eng%20Discussion%20paper%20on%20health%20target%20indicators%20in%20the%20post%202015%20agenda%20(Sep%202013).pdf
http://www.e-alliance.ch/typo3conf/ext/naw_securedl/secure.php?u=0&file=fileadmin/user_upload/docs/EAA/Post_2015/HealthResponse_EAA_FINAL.pdf&t=1382464286&hash=f632105b2bd4c1d78fed7422a65954b2
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41. The Global Coalition on Women and AIDS (GCWA), with support from UNAIDS, has 
developed and disseminated messages for positioning gender equality and HIV in the post-
2015 framework. The messages can be found in the Coalition’s Issue Brief on post-
2015. Among other things, the Brief urges for the link between gender-based violence and 
HIV among women and girls to be ‘explicitly acknowledged’ in the goal framework as well as 
recommending that ‘global health…in the post-2015 agenda must allow for an integrated 
response to sexual and reproductive health and HIV, recognising that sexual and 
reproductive health and rights are crucial to individual, family and community health as well 
as the well-being, participation and the economic and psychological empowerment of 
women and girls’. 
 

42. The GCWA serves as a mechanism to share strategic information and engage gender 
advocates in the post-2015 process. The GCWA is presently analysing the inclusion of 
issues of women, girls, gender equality and HIV in the reports on national consultations on 
post-2015. 
 

Youth engagement in the post-2015 debate: From common positions to collective action 

 
43. Young activists’ participation in the post-2015 process has been strong and diverse, 

including in the country and thematic consultations, the MY World initiative and participation 
in meetings with members of the HLP. Inspired by youth consultations around the globe, 

some 60 youth organizations co-signed a letter10 to the HLP which included the following ask 

on health: 
 

‘There is a clear call for universal access to affordable, quality healthcare and youth-friendly  
services that are particularly sensitive to young people’s sexual and reproductive health and  
rights, especially those living with HIV and young women and girls. Young people want to be  
supported to make informed and consenting decisions about their health, bodies and sexuality.’ 
 
44. HIV was also identified at the Youth Multistakeholder Meeting in Bali in March 2013 as one 

of seven key themes and the meeting’s communiqué included a call for youth-friendly 
services which are sensitive to young people’s sexual and reproductive health and rights, 
especially those living with HIV. 

 
ACT 2015: one goal – many voices 
 
45. The PACT collaboration together with the UNAIDS Secretariat is leading a movement-

building initiative called ACT 2015: one goal – many voices. The PACT collaboration is a 

platform with a vision to create solidarity across youth organizations to work strategically 
and collaboratively in the HIV response towards ensuring the health, well-being and human 

rights of all young people. It is made up of 25 youth-led or youth-serving organizations11.  

 
46. Running from September 2013 to September 2015, ACT 2015 aims to secure a post-2015 

development framework that advances the sexual and reproductive health and right and HIV 
response for young people and to strengthen and effectively organize the youth HIV 
community for collective social action within national HIV responses. 
 

Civil society engagement in the work of the UNAIDS and Lancet Commission 

 

                                                             
10 http://www.restlessdevelopment.org/file/youth-letter-to-high-level-panel-pdf 
11

 To find out more, visit http://www.crowdoutaids.org/wordpress/help-strengthen-and-connect-the-hiv-youth-
movement/ 

http://www.womenandaids.net/CMSPages/GetFile.aspx?guid=3494a074-4153-401b-b858-45fa89117ee8&disposition=inline
http://www.womenandaids.net/CMSPages/GetFile.aspx?guid=3494a074-4153-401b-b858-45fa89117ee8&disposition=inline
http://www.post2015hlp.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/Report-Youth-Multistakeholder-Meeting.pdf
http://www.restlessdevelopment.org/file/youth-letter-to-high-level-panel-pdf
http://www.crowdoutaids.org/wordpress/help-strengthen-and-connect-the-hiv-youth-movement/
http://www.crowdoutaids.org/wordpress/help-strengthen-and-connect-the-hiv-youth-movement/
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47. Civil society activists, including people living with HIV, and young people are among the 
Commissioners of the UNAIDS and Lancet Commission. The regional dialogues to be held 
as part of the Commission’s process will allow for further engagement and participations of 
civil society organisations. Specific opportunities will be created through these dialogues for 
hearing the voices and insight of key civil society constituencies, including young people, 
women living with HIV, and LGBTI people. 
 

IV. MOVING TOWARDS A COMMON POSITION ON AIDS IN THE POST-2015 
DEVELOPMENT AGENDA 

 
48. The road ahead remains unknown and the outcome at its end far from clear. While there is 

growing consensus in the post-2015 debate around issues such as the need for a single 
framework that combines the poverty eradication and sustainable development agendas, 
how the OWG will grapple with controversial discussion points in the months to come and 
how the politics of Member State negotiations will play out through 2014 is not known.  
 

49. In this context, a shared understanding among Programme Coordinating Board members on 
priorities for the AIDS response in a post-2015 world is crucial. It is in order to support this 
mobilisation for a coherent approach, the UNAIDS and Lancet Commission seeks to bring 
reliable evidence, analysis and the views of a range of stakeholders to the Board for further 
discussion. It seeks to spur momentum to establish a common position on AIDS among 
Programme Coordinating Board members in the next meeting of the Board.  

 
V. DECISION POINT  

 
50. The UNAIDS Programme Coordinating Board is invited to welcome the update report on the 

AIDS response in the post-2015 development agenda and looks forward to discussing the 
findings and recommendations of the UNAIDS and Lancet Commission at its next meeting 
in June 2014.  

 

[Annexes follow] 
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Annex 1 

 
32nd  Meeting of the UNAIDS Programme Coordinating Board 

25-27 June 2013 
Decisions, Recommendations and Conclusions 

For Agenda item 3: 

 
 Agenda item 3: AIDS Response in the Post-2015 Development Agenda  

 
Welcomes this paper and  
 
5.1 Stresses the importance of ensuring that HIV and AIDS are central to the post-2015 UN 
development agenda and of advocating for the inclusion of targets 2 of 4 under relevant goals 
towards achieving zero new HIV infections, zero AIDS-related deaths and zero discrimination;  
5.2 Recognizes the progress made towards meeting the Millennium  

 
Development Goals, in particular Goal 6, and that progress has in many cases been uneven 
within and between countries and much work remains; as the foundation is being laid for the 
post-2015 development agenda, the focus must remain on meeting or exceeding the current 
Millennium Development Goals’ targets;  
5.3 Recognizes the value of the lessons learned from the global HIV and AIDS response for the 

post-2015 development agenda, such as the lessons learned from the Joint Programme’s 
approach;  
 
5.4 Stresses the importance of working towards ensuring that the critical elements in the HIV 

and AIDS response are considered in the post-2015 development agenda, and the importance 
of international cooperation to all regions and countries, tailored to different epidemiological 
profiles, in achieving them;  
 
5.5 Affirms commitment to work to lay the evidence-informed foundation for the end of the AIDS 
epidemic, including getting to the Three Zeros, and any associated targets and specifically 
defined indicators, including those related to prevention, and also through the UNAIDS and 
Lancet Commission: From AIDS to Sustainable Health.  
 
5.6 Calls on the Joint UN Programme to:  

 
a. Strengthen leadership and advocacy for the consideration of HIV and AIDS issues in the 
post-2015 development agenda, including beyond health, in areas such as inequality and 
gender, education, governance, and on building effective partnerships;  
 
b. Continue work towards further scale up of HIV and AIDS services and improved access to 

prevention, treatment, care and support, strengthening the health and community systems and 
enhancing synergies;  
 
c. Advocate, for consideration, as appropriate, a multi-sectoral Joint Programme approach, 

based on the positive experience of UNAIDS and “Delivering as One”, to unite and strengthen 
UN, Member State and civil society efforts to tackle other complex global development 
challenges in the post-2015 era;  
 
d. Advocate for intensified mobilization of financial and technical resources, in the spirit of the 
Busan Declaration for Effective Development Cooperation, in order to support Member States in 
accelerating their attainment of the HIV and AIDS and health-related Millennium Development 
Goals’ targets by 2015.  
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5.7 Calls on Member States to:  

 
a. Honour their commitments towards agreed targets and goals and to sustain and accelerate 

efforts towards the achievement of the HIV and AIDS and health-related Millennium 
Development Goals;  
 
b. Accelerate international cooperation to support countries that may not achieve the HIV and 
AIDS and health-related Millennium Development Goals by 2015;  
 
c. Work to ensure the sustainability of national HIV and AIDS responses recognizing the 
principle of country ownership including through strengthening management, building strategic 
partnerships, shared responsibility, and multi-sectoral approaches;  
 
d. Build on the lessons learned from the HIV and AIDS response in addressing other complex 
health and development challenges in the post-2015 era, including through membership in the 
Open Working Group on Sustainable Development Goals, taking into consideration relevant 
elements as contained in the 2011 United Nations General Assembly Political Declaration.  
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Annex 2:  Resolution adopted by the Economic and Social Council on 22 July 
2013 
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